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Franklin Institute. 

HALL OF THE INSTITUTE, 
PHILADELPHIA, December 16, 1885. 

MR. W. P. TATHAM, President, in the Chair. 

Present-133 members and five visitors. 
Sixty-five persons were reported as having been elected to membership 

since the last meeting. 
The Committee to which had been referred the preparation of a memorial 

of the late JOHN W. NYSTROM, presented the following report, which was 
accepted and ordered to be spread upon the minutes, viz. : 

“ During the year just closing, we have to note the death, at the age of 
sixty-two years, of Mr. JOHN W. NYSTRO~~, for many years an active member 
of the INSTITUTE. 

‘*Mr. NYSTROM was a native of Sweden, and there received a collegiate 
and technical education. He became a member of this INSTITUTE in the 
year 1850. 

‘I Mr. NYSTROM was a frequent contributor to the JOURNAL OF THE 
FRANKLIN INSTITUTE, and participated actively in the discussions incident 
to the introduction of screw propellers for steam marine service, 

ai He also edited and published several scientific works, prominent among 
which are his ’ Steam Engineering ’ and his ‘ Handbook for Engineers,’ the 
latter has run through several editions and has a place with mechanics 
among standard books of ready reference ; he invented a calculating machine 
and a number of minor improvements in steam engines. 

“Mr. NYSTROM originated and proposed to publish and introduce a new 
system of enumeration instead of the decimal system, in which seven and 
fifteen were the highest integral figures instead of nine ; he also devoted con- 
siderable attention to a new system of musical notation, neither of which, 
though showing great ingenuity and clear perception of the defects of existing 
systems, could be brought into use in view of the almost universal hold of the 
present systems. 

“The readiness with which he submitted new symbols in his engineering 
works indicates the inclination and aptness of his mind for concise expres- 
sions. 

cl Mr. NYSTROM'S forte and pleasure was in making mathematical formulae, 
with which he was ever ready. 

14 He was an industrious member of the Committee of Science and the 
Arts, and will long and pleasantly be remembered by the members of the 
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committees with whom he was associated, as an honest and ready disputant, 
a cheerful and most untiring worker. 

(Signed) “H. R. HEYL, Chairman, 
“ Wn4. BARNET LE VAN, 
“ S. LLOTD WIEGAND.” 

The foilowing nominations for officers, to serve respectively for the term 
set opposite each name, were made : 

For ~~e.esidPnf (to serve one year), _ . . . . _ . CHAS. H. BANES. 
For ~z?e-fitisicr’~nt (to serve three years), . . . . FRED’K GRAFF. 
For Serretnry (to serve one year), . . . , , . . WM. H. WAHL. 
For Trerrsztrer{to serve one year),. . , . _ . . SAM'L SARTAIN. 
For Au&t~n- (to serve three years),. . . . . . WM. A. CHEYNEY. 

For Malzagers (to serve three years) : 
FRED’K E‘RALEY, Wnl. P. TATHAM, WM.H.GREENE, 
PERSIFOR FRAZEK. WM.H.THORNE, CHAS. H.HUTCHINSON, 
WM.HELME, JOHN J. WEAVER, WM. D. MARKS, 
EDWIN J. HOUSTON, Whl. 1. BOSWELL, SAM’L R. MARSHALL, 
ENOCH LEWIS, GEU. V. CRESSON, E. ALEX. SCOTT. 

Mr. WM. SELLERS made some appropriate remarks touching the many 
and valuable services rendered by the retiring President, and, in conclusion, 
offered a motion tendering him the thanks of the INSTITUTE. The motion 
was numerously seconded, and, being put to the meeting by the Secretary, 
was carried unanimously. 

Prof. EDWARD F. MOODY then read the paper of the evening, on “ The 
Channel of the Delaware River at Philadelphia.” The paper gave an 
account of the past condition of the river channel, as shown from fragments 
of history, old surveys, etc. ; dwelt upon the gradual filling up of the Phila- 
delphia side of the channel, the causes and possible consequences thereof; 
and described the dyke now in course of construction at Fisher’s Point above 
Petty’s Island, under the direction of the Government engineers, as the most 
effectual means of checking the silting up of the Philadelphia channel, and 
of securing and maintaining a depth of channel required for the present and 
future commercial needs of the city. The paper was discussed by Messrs. 
Tatham, Sellers, Orr, Houston, and others, and has been referred for publi- 
cation in the JOURNAL. 

Adjourned. WM. H. WAHL, Secreta?y. 
~~~~ ._~~____ .~.~~~~_ 

BOOK NOTICE. 

TUNNE~LING UNDER THE HUDSON RIVER: Being a Description of the 
Obstacles Encountered, the Experienced Gained, the Success Achieved 
and the Plans Finally Adopted for Rapid and Economical Prosecution of 
the Work. By S. D. V. Burr, A. M. 
of all details. Twenty-seven plates.) 

(Illustrated by working drawings 

Astor Place. 1885. 
New York : John Willy & Sons, 15 

The announcement of “A Description of the Obstacles Encountered, the 
Experienced Gained, the Success Achieved and the Plans Finally Adopted 


